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DELIVERABLE D9.11 –  

PRESS RELEASE TOP BE SENT TO THE MEDIA OF PARTICIPATING 

COUNTRIES 

 

A press release was prepared by the coordinating institution (UOS) for each participating 

country with an embargo until 0005 on 1 March. Each press release included information 

about the TAPAS project, about the coordinating organisation and about each organisation 

in the specific participating country. In-country partners were able to collaborate and adapt 

the text appropriately to suit their own circumstances and then translate into their own 

language if required. 

The press releases were circulated to participating country media on the first day of the 

TAPAS project, 1 March 2016. The following gives notice of the completion of deliverable 

D9.11 though: 

1. Examples of press releases from, the UK, France, Spain and Greece. 

2. Examples of websites and coverage achieved by the press release to date 

3. Additional news article in the aquaculture industry press developed as a follow up 

from the press release. 

 

 

 
Short title TAPAS  

 

Coordinator Prof. Trevor Telfer 

Organisation University of STIRLING, UK 

Topic H2020- SFS-11b-2015 

Proposal number: 678396-2 

Ref. Ares(2016)1563210 - 01/04/2016



 
 
Media Release: Embargoed until 00.01 Thursday, 10 March, 2016 

€7 million project to support sustainable growth in aquaculture 

With concerns around sustainability of food security continuing to rise, a team of European 

aquaculture experts will begin a four-year study worth almost €7 million to establish new 

strategies and models for sustainable growth in the industry.  

The Tools for Assessment and Planning of Aquaculture Sustainability (TAPAS) project, led 

by the University of Stirling, will create cost-efficient management tools and practices for the 

European aquaculture sector to investigate the limits to fish farming activity in a location, 

social interactions, potential environmental impacts and any future risks. 

Professor Trevor Telfer of the Institute of Aquaculture is leading the multi-partner study 

which starts this month and will seek to establish a comprehensive “toolbox” to support 

transparent and efficient licensing, enhance environment sustainability and aquatic food 

security while tapping into the potential for food production and jobs. 

Professor Telfer said: “As a Consortium we will evaluate structures currently in operation 

across the EU’s seas, lakes and rivers, examining various environments and developing new 

approaches to deliver computer-based support systems for sustainable aquaculture 

expansion.” 

This work is in line with the EU’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive to protect marine 

environments more effectively and will provide consistent real-time monitoring, observation, 

early forecasting and management technologies. 

Dr Ian Payne of the Aquaculture Stewardship Council, said: “As Europe continues to 

produce millions of tonnes of food each year, we want to ensure this industry is feeding the 

world in a sustainable way, while taking care of the environment. By developing new, flexible 

and unified approaches to aquaculture planning we aim to strengthen sustainable growth in 

the vital marine and freshwater sectors.” 

The research team will collaborate with industry, regulators, certifiers and other stakeholders 

to ensure the toolbox they create is accessible, using training and outreach activities to 

improve the image of European aquaculture and promote an integrated sustainability 

strategy. 

Dr Stefan Simis of Plymouth Marine Laboratory added: “The breadth of experience gained 

through our 15 consortium partners brings together sophisticated technologies, such as 

computer models and satellite observations, and decision making capabilities into a 

streamlined toolkit for regulators and producers throughout Europe.” 

The collaborative work will play a major role in the European Commission’s strategy to 

achieve smart growth in aquaculture production across the region’s seas. Key drivers for the 

economy, these waters presently represent approximately 5.4 million jobs and generate a 

gross added value of almost €500 billion a year. 

Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, Dr Aileen McLeod said: 

“Today’s announcement of €7 million to improve the future sustainability of aquaculture as 



 
 
part of the Tools for Assessment and Planning of Aquaculture Sustainability project is great 

news. This significant award reinforces Scotland’s reputation as an international centre of 

excellence at the forefront of aquaculture science, technology and research. 

“Scotland, with its world class fish farming sector generates £1.86 billion of economic activity 

every year and supports 8,300 jobs. This industry has fantastic potential to achieve further 

sustainable growth, aided by our cutting edge research capability such as that at Stirling, 

often in co-operation with international partners.” 

Ends 

Media enquiries to Corrie Campbell, Communications Officer on 01786 466 169 or 

c.r.campbell@stir.ac.uk. 

Notes for editors: 

The Tools for Assessment and Planning of Aquaculture Sustainability (TAPAS) project is a 

Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Action funded by the European Commission.  

The fifteen consortium partners include the University of Stirling, Plymouth Marine 

Laboratory, Aquaculture Stewardship Council in the UK, Marine Institute in Ireland, NIVA in 

Norway, DHI in Denmark, Water Insight BV and Wageningen UR in the Netherlands, 

Universidad de Murcia and Fundacion Imdea Aqua in Spain, Université de Nantes in France, 

Hellenic Centre for Marine Research in Greece, Szent Istvan University and NACEE – 

Eastern Europe in Hungary and AquaBioTech Group Limited in Malta. 

The Institute of Aquaculture 

The Institute of Aquaculture is the leading international centre in its field and is the largest of 

its kind in the world. The Institute was ranked as the top aquaculture centre in the UK by the 

2014 Research Excellence Framework, with 90 per cent of research impact rated as 

outstanding. The Institute bring together cross-disciplinary, world class researchers to meet 

the wide range of challenges faced as aquaculture grows to meet global demands. 

www.aqua.stir.ac.uk.  

Plymouth Marine Laboratory  

PML is an independent, impartial provider of scientific research and contract services 

relating to the marine environment. PML focuses on understanding how marine ecosystems 

function, their role in the Earth system and how we can protect this important environment 

for the prosperity of future generations. A truly interdisciplinary marine research centre, PML 

delivers highly innovative research and solutions for national and international marine and 

coastal programmes. PML’s research is timely, highly relevant to UK and international 

societal needs and has at its core the mission to contribute to issues concerned with 

understanding global change and the health and sustainability of marine ecosystems. 

www.pml.ac.uk  @PlymouthMarine 

http://www.stir.ac.uk/
http://www.aqua.stir.ac.uk/
http://www.pml.ac.uk/


 
 

Nota de prensa: Embargo hasta Jueves, 10 de marzo, 2016 

Proyecto de 7 millones de euros para fomentar un crecimiento sostenible de la 

acuicultura en Europa 

Un equipo internacional de expertos en acuicultura, entre los que se encuentra la 

Universidad de Murcia y el Instituto IMDEA Agua (Madrid), han iniciado un proyecto de 4 

años con un presupuesto de casi 7 millones de euros para establecer nuevas estrategias y 

modelos capaces de fomentar el crecimiento sostenible de la industria acuícola en Europa. 

El proyecto tiene un título muy sugerente: TAPAS (“Herramientas para la Valoración y 

Planificación de la Sostenibilidad de la Acuicultura”), y está liderado por la Universidad de 

Stirling (Reino Unido). El Proyecto TAPAS es una Acción de Investigación e Innovación del 

Horizonte 2020 financiada por la Comisión Europea. El proyecto creará herramientas de 

gestión y buenos usos para el sector de la acuicultura en Europa, e investigará los límites 

de la actividad del cultivo de peces en distintas localidades, los impactos ambientales y 

cualquier riesgo futuro que este cultivo pueda generar, así como las interacciones de la 

acuicultura con la sociedad. 

El catedrático Trevor Telfer del Instituto de Acuicultura de Stirling es el coordinador del 

proyecto TAPAS, que comienza este mes y buscará establecer un procedimiento integral 

para mantener una explotación transparente y eficiente de la acuicultura, aumentando la 

sostenibilidad ambiental y alimentaria, y manteniendo la producción de alimento en los 

niveles necesarios con el correspondiente número de puestos de trabajo. 

El consorcio europeo evaluará las estructuras actualmente en funcionamiento en los mares, 

lagos y ríos de la Unión Europea, examinando diversos ambientes y desarrollando nuevos 

enfoques para producir sistemas informáticos que permitan la expansión sostenible de la 

acuicultura. El trabajo está en concordancia con la Directiva Europea de Estrategia Marina 

que insta a los estados miembros a proteger los ambientes marinos más eficazmente a 

través de un monitoreo ambiental continuo, utilizando sistemas de alerta temprana y 

tecnologías de gestión eficientes. 

El equipo de investigación colaborará con la industria, gestores, responsables 

administrativos y otros usuarios potenciales para asegurar que las herramientas 

desarrolladas sean accesibles, utilizando cursos y actividades divulgativas para mejorar la 

imagen de la acuicultura europea y promover una estrategia integrada de sostenibilidad. 

Dr. Arnaldo Marín del equipo de investigación de Ecología Acuática de la Universidad 

de Murcia comenta: “Europa continuará produciendo millones de toneladas de alimento 

cada año. Este proyecto quiere asegurar que parte de la industria alimentaría genera 

alimentos para la población de una forma sostenible, al mismo tiempo que preservamos 

nuestro medio ambiente. Queremos fortalecer el crecimiento en los sectores de la 

producción marina y de agua dulce a través del desarrollo de nuevos enfoques más flexibles 

e unificados para la planificación del crecimiento”. 

Dr.  Andreu Rico del Instituto IMDEA Agua (Comunidad de Madrid) dice: “La amplia 

experiencia obtenida a través de nuestros 15 socios europeos nos permitirá obtener 

tecnologías sofisticadas basadas en modelos matemáticos para la toma de decisiones, 



 
 

aunando distintas disciplinas y ramas del conocimiento en una entidad más simple y 

eficiente para el uso de los gestores y productores europeos”. 

El trabajo colaborativo jugará un gran papel en la estrategia de la Comisión Europea para 

adquirir el crecimiento inteligente de la producción acuícola en los mares regionales 

europeos. Estos mares generan aproximadamente 5,4 millones de puestos de trabajo y 

producen un valor económico añadido de casi 500 billones de euros al año, siendo así una 

pieza clave para la economía global. 

Nota para el editor: 

The Tools for Assessment and Planning of Aquaculture Sustainability (TAPAS) project is a 

Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Action funded by the European Commission.  

Equipo de Investigación de Ecología Acuática de la Universidad de Murcia 

El equipo de investigación en Ecología Acuática de la Universidad de Murcia investiga 

aspectos de la ecología, conservación de la biodiversidad y gestión de ecosistemas 

acuáticos marinos y terrestres. Está interesado en la conservación de las riveras de los ríos, 

sistemas costeros, especialmente el Mar Menor, y ambientes acuáticos extremófilos de alta 

salinidad de la Península. Está implicado en diversos proyectos de restauración ecológica  y 

reducción de la huella de carbono. www.um.es 

Instituto IMDEA Agua  

El Instituto IMDEA Agua pertenece a la red de excelencia científica de la Comunidad de 

Madrid, la cual está formada por siete centros de investigación centrados en fomentar el 

desarrollo tecnológico sostenible. La misión del Instituto IMDEA Agua es la de producir 

conocimiento científico capaz de ayudar en la toma de decisiones y en el desarrollo de 

políticas sostenibles para el uso y gestión del agua. Dentro de dicho Instituto, el Grupo de 

Ecotoxicología y Evaluación del Riesgo Ecológico se encarga de estudiar el impacto de 

diferentes sustancias tóxicas sobre el medio acuático, promoviendo la protección de la 

biodiversidad y la preservación de los ecosistemas ante el cambio climático global.  

www.water.imdea.org 

Instituto de Acuicultura, Universidad de Stirling, Reino Unido 

El Instituto de Acuicultura de la Universidad de Stirling es un centro líder internacional en su 

campo y es el más grande de su clase en el mundo. El Instituto de Acuicultura ha sido 

valorado como el mejor centro de acuicultura del Reino Unido por el ‘Research Excellence 

Framework’ en 2014, con 90% del impacto de la investigación catalogada como excelente. 

El centro reúne investigadores interdisciplinares de todo el mundo para estudiar el amplio 

rango de desafíos crecientes de la acuicultura. www.aqua.stir.ac.uk. 

http://www.water.imdea.org/
http://www.aqua.stir.ac.uk/


 
 

Media Release: Embargoed until Thursday, 10 March, 2016 

€7 million project to support sustainable growth in aquaculture 

With concerns around sustainability of food security continuing to rise, a team of European 

aquaculture experts will begin a four-year study worth almost €7 million to establish new 

strategies and models for sustainable growth in the industry.  

The Tools for Assessment and Planning of Aquaculture Sustainability (TAPAS) project, led 

by the University of Stirling, will create cost-efficient management tools and practices for the 

European aquaculture sector to investigate the limits to fish and shellfish farming activities in 

a location, social interactions, potential environmental impacts and any future risks. 

Professor Trevor Telfer of the Institute of Aquaculture is leading the multi-partner study 

which starts this month and will seek to establish a comprehensive “toolbox” to support 

transparent and efficient licensing, enhance environment sustainability and aquatic food 

security while tapping into the potential for food production and jobs. 

The consortium will evaluate structures currently in operation across the EU’s seas, lakes 

and rivers, examining various environments and developing new approaches to deliver 

computer-based support systems for sustainable aquaculture expansion. The work is in line 

with the EU’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive to protect marine environments more 

effectively and will provide consistent real-time monitoring, observation, early forecasting 

and management technologies. 

The research team will collaborate with industry, regulators, certifiers and other stakeholders 

to ensure the toolbox they create is accessible, using training and outreach activities to 

improve the image of European aquaculture and promote an integrated sustainability 

strategy. 

Professor Telfer said: “As Europe continues to produce millions of tonnes of food each year, 

we want to ensure this industry is feeding the world in a sustainable way, while taking care of 

the environment. 

“By developing new, flexible and unified approaches to aquaculture planning we aim to 

strengthen sustainable growth in the vital marine and freshwater sectors.” 

Professor Laurent Barillé of the Université de Nantes said: “The breadth of experience 

gained through our 15 consortium partners allows us to bring together sophisticated 

technologies, computer models and decision making capabilities into a single, streamlined 

entity for regulators and producers throughout Europe to use.” 

The collaborative work will play a major role in the European Commissions’ strategy to 

achieve smart growth in aquaculture production across the region’s seas. Key drivers for the 

economy, these waters presently represent approximately 5.4 million jobs and generate a 

gross added value of almost €500 billion a year. 

 

Université de Nantes Press officer Ms Cecile.Estrade@univ-nantes.fr / (+33) 240350732 

Université de Nantes Webmaster editor Mr. Julien.Patron@univ-nantes.fr / (+33) 240350739 

mailto:Cecile.Estrade@univ-nantes.fr
mailto:Julien.Patron@univ-nantes.fr


 
 

 

Media enquiries to  Le Monde, Libération, Ouest-France, Presse Ocean, 20 minutes, 

Nouvelle Ouest, Terra Eco, Cultures Marines, Le Marin 

Radio : France bleu, EuradioNantes, Europe 1, SUN radio 

Notes for editors: 

The Tools for Assessment and Planning of Aquaculture Sustainability (TAPAS) project is a 

Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Action funded by the European Commission.  

Université de Nantes 

The University of Nantes is a Higher Education Institution (tertiary level) with 38 000 

students in initial training, 8 500 trainees in continuing education, 1 590 staff members of 

library, engineers, administrative, technicians, workmen, personnel of service and health, 2 

140 researchers-teacher, 76 accredited structures of research. It is one of the most 

important multidisciplinary university in France. It actively contributes to the innovation of the 

socioeconomic make-up through its researchers, its laboratories, its equipment and state-of-

the-art technological platforms. Within the University, the laboratory Mer Molécules Santé is 

recognized for its scientific expertise in coastal zone remote sensing, shellfish aquaculture, 

valorization of macroalgae, ecosystem functioning, coastal ecotoxicology and has developed 

strong links with the marine mollusc production sector to bridge the gap between science 

and producers. www.mms.univ-nantes.fr. 

The Institute of Aquaculture 

The Institute of Aquaculture is a leading international centre in its field and one of the largest 

of its kind in the world. The Institute was ranked as the top aquaculture centre in the UK by 

the 2014 Research Excellence Framework, with 90 per cent of research impact rated as 

outstanding. The Institute bring together cross-disciplinary, world class researchers to meet 

the wide range of challenges faced as aquaculture grows to meet global demands. 

www.aqua.stir.ac.uk. 
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2.  Examples of website coverage to date 

http://www.stir.ac.uk/news/2016/03/stirling-leads-aquaculture-project/ 

http://www.fishupdate.com/stirling-leads-e7-million-aquaculture-project/ 

http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1434522.ece 

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2016/03/10/stirling-uni-kicks-off-e7m-aquaculture-study/ 

http://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/stirling-heads-e7-million-study/ 

http://www.niva.no/en/millionprosjekt-skal-fremme-baerekraftig-vekst-i-europeisk-akvakultur  

http://ilaks.no/millionprosjekt-skal-fremme-baerekraftig-vekst-i-europeisk-akvakultur/ 

http://kyst.no/nyheter/baerekraft-og-vekst-i-europeisk-havbruksnaering/  

http://www.iagua.es/noticias/espana/instituto-imdea-agua/16/03/10/da-comienzo-proyecto-

fomentar-crecimiento-sostenible 

http://futurenviro.es/proyecto-de-7-me-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-

acuicultura-en-europa/ 

http://www.ipacuicultura.com/noticias/en_portada/47384/imdea_agua_y_la_umu_participan_

en_un_proyecto_para_fomentar_un_crecimiento_sostenible_de_la_acuicultura_en_europa.

html 

http://www.water.imdea.org/news/2016/imdea-water-participates-project-promote-

sustainable-growth-aquaculture-europe 

http://www.mispeces.com/nav/actualidad/noticias/noticia-detalle/UM-e-IMDEA-Agua-inician-

su-trabajo-en-el-proyecto-TAPAS-de-fomento-de-la-acuicultura/#.VuKo-ynTm8m 

www.retema.es/noticia/tapas-un-proyecto-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-

acuicultura-en-europa-Dtdew 

http://fis.com/FIS/Worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=3-

2016&day=11&id=82983&l=s&country=&special=&ndb=1&df=0 

http://www.pesceinrete.com/php/news/9845-acquacoltura-la-spagna-aderisce-a-progetto-

europeo.html 

http://www.madrimasd.org/informacionidi/noticias/noticia.asp?id=66013 

http://www.aqua.cl/2016/03/16/eur7-millones-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sustentable-de-

la-acuicultura-europea/ 

http://sectormaritimo.es/imdea-agua-umu-sostenibilidad-acuicultura-europa 

http://www.fis-

net.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=11&id=82983&l=e&special=0&ndb

=0 

http://www.stir.ac.uk/news/2016/03/stirling-leads-aquaculture-project/
http://www.fishupdate.com/stirling-leads-e7-million-aquaculture-project/
http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1434522.ece
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2016/03/10/stirling-uni-kicks-off-e7m-aquaculture-study/
http://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/stirling-heads-e7-million-study/
http://www.niva.no/en/millionprosjekt-skal-fremme-baerekraftig-vekst-i-europeisk-akvakultur
http://ilaks.no/millionprosjekt-skal-fremme-baerekraftig-vekst-i-europeisk-akvakultur/
http://kyst.no/nyheter/baerekraft-og-vekst-i-europeisk-havbruksnaering/
http://www.iagua.es/noticias/espana/instituto-imdea-agua/16/03/10/da-comienzo-proyecto-fomentar-crecimiento-sostenible
http://www.iagua.es/noticias/espana/instituto-imdea-agua/16/03/10/da-comienzo-proyecto-fomentar-crecimiento-sostenible
http://futurenviro.es/proyecto-de-7-me-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa/
http://futurenviro.es/proyecto-de-7-me-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa/
http://www.ipacuicultura.com/noticias/en_portada/47384/imdea_agua_y_la_umu_participan_en_un_proyecto_para_fomentar_un_crecimiento_sostenible_de_la_acuicultura_en_europa.html
http://www.ipacuicultura.com/noticias/en_portada/47384/imdea_agua_y_la_umu_participan_en_un_proyecto_para_fomentar_un_crecimiento_sostenible_de_la_acuicultura_en_europa.html
http://www.ipacuicultura.com/noticias/en_portada/47384/imdea_agua_y_la_umu_participan_en_un_proyecto_para_fomentar_un_crecimiento_sostenible_de_la_acuicultura_en_europa.html
http://www.water.imdea.org/news/2016/imdea-water-participates-project-promote-sustainable-growth-aquaculture-europe
http://www.water.imdea.org/news/2016/imdea-water-participates-project-promote-sustainable-growth-aquaculture-europe
http://www.mispeces.com/nav/actualidad/noticias/noticia-detalle/UM-e-IMDEA-Agua-inician-su-trabajo-en-el-proyecto-TAPAS-de-fomento-de-la-acuicultura/#.VuKo-ynTm8m
http://www.mispeces.com/nav/actualidad/noticias/noticia-detalle/UM-e-IMDEA-Agua-inician-su-trabajo-en-el-proyecto-TAPAS-de-fomento-de-la-acuicultura/#.VuKo-ynTm8m
http://www.retema.es/noticia/tapas-un-proyecto-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa-Dtdew
http://www.retema.es/noticia/tapas-un-proyecto-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa-Dtdew
http://fis.com/FIS/Worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=3-2016&day=11&id=82983&l=s&country=&special=&ndb=1&df=0
http://fis.com/FIS/Worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=3-2016&day=11&id=82983&l=s&country=&special=&ndb=1&df=0
http://www.pesceinrete.com/php/news/9845-acquacoltura-la-spagna-aderisce-a-progetto-europeo.html
http://www.pesceinrete.com/php/news/9845-acquacoltura-la-spagna-aderisce-a-progetto-europeo.html
http://www.madrimasd.org/informacionidi/noticias/noticia.asp?id=66013
http://www.aqua.cl/2016/03/16/eur7-millones-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sustentable-de-la-acuicultura-europea/
http://www.aqua.cl/2016/03/16/eur7-millones-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sustentable-de-la-acuicultura-europea/
http://sectormaritimo.es/imdea-agua-umu-sostenibilidad-acuicultura-europa
http://www.fis-net.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=11&id=82983&l=e&special=0&ndb=0
http://www.fis-net.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=11&id=82983&l=e&special=0&ndb=0
http://www.fis-net.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=11&id=82983&l=e&special=0&ndb=0


 
 

http://www.madridactiva.es/imdea-agua-participa-en-un-proyecto-para-fomentar-un-

crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.madridactiva.es/imdea-agua-participa-en-un-proyecto-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa/
http://www.madridactiva.es/imdea-agua-participa-en-un-proyecto-para-fomentar-un-crecimiento-sostenible-de-la-acuicultura-en-europa/


 
 

3.  Additional article following on from the press release 

 

 

For full text see: http://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/a-taste-for-tapas/ 

 

 

http://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/a-taste-for-tapas/

